
Inspired-making from the Stark Museum of Art Collection



Today you wrote and illustrated 
found poetry inspired by a work 

of art! 

Learn more about the process 
our author used to write found 

poetry and about Dan 
Ostermiller’s sculpture that 

inspired the poem.

Dan Ostermiller (born 1956), "Oblivious," 2009, cast bronze 
body with stainless steel framework, 126 x 93 x 47 inches, 
Purchase of the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation, 
2009, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 2009.4.1



What is found poetry?

A type of poetry created by
taking words or phrases 

from an outside resource 
and making something new. 



The author of this found
poem selected words that 
described Dan Ostermiller’s
sculpture “Oblivious” from 
a page in an old book and 
added an illustration for 
flare.

Did you include imagery to 
enhance your poem? What 
images did you include?

Reflect



Let’s look at the words of
this found poem: 

• Home
• To Bed
• Slept

Do these words describe 
the sculpture in the image?

What word in your found 
poem did you feel best 
described the sculpture?

Reflect

• Undisturbed
• Dreaming
• Aboveground



The author selected words that
described her understanding of 

the sculpture.

She based her ideas on what 
she saw and felt while looking 

at the sculpture – AND on what 
she knew about the sculpture. 

What emotions did you feel as 
you viewed the sculpture?Reflect



Looking at and studying
art gives us the 

opportunity to learn 
about the many meanings 

an artwork can have.

Writing poetry is one way 
that YOU can make 

meaning about a specific 
piece of art.Did you discover words that 

led you to an unexpected 
destination as you created?

Reflect



But what do we 
know about this 

sculpture?



The artist, Dan Ostermiller, 
named this sculpture 

“Oblivious.” 

This is a clue to understanding 
what the artist wanted us to 

think and feel when we saw his 
artwork.

Oblivious means not aware of 
or not concerned about what 
is happening around one.

Define



If you were to visit this 
sculpture in person, you 

would find this bear sleepily 
greeting visitors at the 

museum’s front entrance.

Did you see the bear’s closed eyes?
Did you noticed his facial expression?
Did you see his relaxed posture?

Look 
Closely



The title and distinct visual 
characteristics of the bear 
help us uncover the artist’s 
meaning.

And this type of information 
can help YOU in the word 
search to create found poetry!



Learn more about the artist Dan Ostermiller at
danostermiller.com



Today we’ve learned about 
Found Poetry and a little about 
Dan Ostermiller’s sculpture that 
inspired this project. 

Join us every Monday for new 
and exciting #MakeArtMonday
projects inspired by works of art 
from the Stark Museum of Art.


