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Summer Art Quest @ Home 

Dots, Dots, Dots 

 

Welcome to the final week of Summer 
Art Quest @ Home – we are so glad you 
are able to join us! This packet is a series 
of handouts that will lead you through 
each of the projects that are included. 
You can also find companion videos that 
review all of this material at 
https://starkmuseum.org/dots-dots-
dots/.  

 

We recommend working in order, starting with project #1 and ending with #5. You will add new 
skills as you progress through the activities. 

 

Don’t forget to take pictures of your finished works 
and share them with us at rjohns@starkmuseum.org 
to have your pieces featured in the Stark Museum of 
Art’s virtual Art Quest @ Home exhibition! 
 
Happy Creating!  
 

Project List:  

#1 Warm-up Making Patterns: page 2 

#2 Gallery & Sketchbook Activity 
      Part 1 Fall Aspens by Fremont Ellis: page 3-4 
      Part 2 Sketching Opposites: page 5 

#3 Warm and Cool Stippling: page 6 

#4 Watercolor Fingerprint Drawings: page 7 

#5 Paper Bag Habitat: page 8  

https://starkmuseum.org/dots-dots-dots/
https://starkmuseum.org/dots-dots-dots/
mailto:rjohns@starkmuseum.org
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#1 Warm-Up  
Making Patterns with Dotted Lines 

You will need a piece of paper, pencil, q-tip, dish of 
water, and your watercolors. 
Find a cookie cutter, wooden block, or fun shape 
around the house to trace! 

1. Fold the sheet of paper in half the long way.   
2. Open it and fold it in half again. You will 

have four equal sections.    
3. Get your cookie cutter or a fun object and 

trace its shape in each of the 4 sections.  
Any circle or square will work too. 

4. Add a few drops of water to each color in 
your watercolor tray.  This will help soften 
up the colors and make them easier to work 
with. 

5. Practice loading paint on your Q-tip. Get the 
Q-tip really wet and roll it around and 
around on its side in the paint to load your 
color.  

6. Design 4 different patterns using dots in 
repeated lines around the outside of the  
outlined shape. I have used:  
- Dots Around and around the object 
- Dots in Diagonal lines 
- Dots in Vertical lines 
- Dots in Wavy lines 

7. Use a different Q-tip end each time 
you change out colors.  This will keep 
your colors bright and clean. 
Re-wet your Q-tip after every few 
dots! 
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#2 Gallery and Sketchbook Activity 
Part 1: “Fall Aspens” by Fremont Ellis 

 
What colors do you picture in your head when you 
hear the word “warm?” What about “cool?” This week 
you are making art with warm and cool colors. Warm 
colors are red, orange, and yellow. Cool colors are 
green, blue, and purple. Today we will focus on how 
artist Fremont Ellis used warm and cool colors in his 
oil painting “Fall Aspens.”  
 

Ellis was inspired by the wide 
array of colors in New 
Mexico and even lived and 
painted in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico for over sixty years. 
He mainly painted 
landscapes, which are 
pictures of natural scenery. 
Instead of working out in 
nature he painted in his 
studio using moods and 
feelings to complete his 
work. What do you feel 
when you first look at this 
artwork? 
 
Take a closer look at the 
colors in the painting. What 
colors do you notice? There 
are more than first meets the 
eye! Notice the leaves of the 
aspen trees in the front. We 
can tell that it is fall from the 
warm reds, oranges, and 
yellows of the leaves. These 

By Maulucioni, Accessed on Wikimedia Commons, https:// 
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=91261843 
 

Fremont F. Ellis (1897-1985), Fall Aspens, oil on canvas, 22 x 18 inches, Bequest of 
Nelda C. Stark, 1999, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.20.33 
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leaves change from cool 
greens to warm colors when 
fall comes. This is called fall 
foliage. Can you see where 
the sunlight is hitting the 
trees? Ellis used lighter warm 
colors on the left to portray 
sunlight and darker warm 
colors on the right to show 
shadows. 
 
Are there only aspen trees in 
this landscape? What other 
trees do you spot? Evergreen 
trees cover the land in the 
background. You probably 
know one very popular type 
of evergreen tree - Christmas 
trees! They are called 
evergreen because the 
leaves are always green. 
These evergreen trees add 
cool colors to this painting 
to contrast the warm 
colored aspen trees.  
 
What other warm and cool colors can you spot in this painting? What about in the 
world around you?  Notice how warm colors can add energy and cool colors can 
bring calmness. Both can portray different emotions in art. Think about what 
emotion each color can represent. Use your sketchbook to brainstorm what 
emotions you associate each of the following colors with: Red, Orange, Yellow, 
Green, Blue, Purple, Black, White, and Gray. 
  

Fremont F. Ellis (1897-1985), Fall Aspens (detail), oil on canvas, 22 x 18 inches, Bequest of Nelda 
C. Stark, 1999, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.20.33 
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#2 Warm and Cool Colors  
Part 2: Sketching Opposites 

After seeing the warm and cool colors in the “Fall Aspens” painting 
by Fremont Ellis, let’s take some time and sketch some items that 
are opposites.  Think of a few opposites of your own or be inspired 
by this list, which you can also find in your sketchbook. 

Fire and Ice   Happy and Sad 

Soft and Hard    Cold and Hot 

Fast and Slow    Wet and Dry 

Dark and Light   Fast and Slow 

Big and Small   Thick and Thin 

You will need your sketchbook and a pencil. 

1. I chose my opposites, let’s see if you can figure out the 
opposite pairing that I used!  I will start by drawing a tall 
snowman. Draw 3 circles. The circle on the bottom should 
be the largest. The circle on the top should be the 
smallest. 

2. Snowmen look best when they’re dressed.  I added a hat. 
3. Add two stick arms.  Mine are reaching out for 

something… 
4. Create a carrot nose, 2 eyes made out of coal, and smaller 

rocks for a mouth.  
5. Add some logs in a triangle shape.  I also drew some lines 

to make him look like he is shivering. 
6. Draw some flames. Think of how a flame on a birthday 

candle looks! Draw the flames in, on and around the 
wood pile. 

7. Finally draw the horizon line. It separates the sky from the 
snow.  

8. Did you figure out my opposites yet?  They 
were Fire and Ice!  You can try this drawing 
out for yourself and come up with your own 
ideas based on the opposites list above. 
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#3 Warm and Cool Stippling 
Gather together your materials:      
11”x14” watercolor paper  Watercolor paints 
6-7 cotton swabs   Pencil 
Small container of water  Template (dragonfly, lizard or frog) 

1. Place the template onto your paper and position it.  Some people 
like it off center.  Some like it right in the center. 

2. Lightly trace the outline of the template.  You can draw your own 
creature too – however, we only need the outline of your creature. 

3. Plan ahead now: will your creature be WARM or COOL?   
warm: red, yellow, orange 
cool: blue, purple, green 

4. Wet the warm or cool colors of your watercolor tray based on what 
you chose.  I chose cool colors, so I added water to my blue, green, 
and purple watercolor colors. 

5. Dip cotton swab in water and swirl it around on one of the chosen 
paint colors. 

6. Softly make your first dot inside, at the very center of your 
dragonfly or design.  

7. Using dots to make art is called stippling.  Use a new cotton swab 
for a different color (still within the warm or cool color set you chose). 

8. Add more dots around your first dot.  It creates a circle shape 
without using any lines! 

9. Continue filling in the design with dots of your chosen color set.  
You can continue the circular pattern, make stripes, or other 
patterns by using only dots. 

10. Make as many dots as you can with the paint that is on the tip 
before getting more paint. 

11. As you press down and use the cotton swab, it will flatten and make 
your dots bigger. 

12. After completing the inside of your dragonfly or creature, then wet 
the other set of colors and get some fresh cotton swabs.  In my 
case, I switched to the warm colors of red, orange, and yellow. 

13. Now finish stippling the background with the new series of colors.  
The opposing colors will help your creature stand out and look 
exciting.  I chose to add my dots in a circular pattern.  You could do 
stripes, zig zags, or any other pattern you like.   Enjoy stippling! 
 

**If you want to make another stippled painting, templates for the frog, 
lizard, and dragonfly are included at the back of your packet. Cut the 
template out and paint on the backside of your watercolor paper once your 
first painting dries!



7 
 

#4 Watercolor Fingerprint Drawings 
 

You will need: 
Watercolor paint   
Sketchbook 
Paper towel 
Small shallow water in a lid 
Pencil 

1. Open up your sketchbook.  
2. Start by wetting one finger.  Gently rub it on a 

dry watercolor paint color. 
3. Press it on the paper towel, making a finger 

print. Sometimes the first try is too wet so make 
a few more fingerprints until it doesn’t  
look soggy when pressed. 

4. Then put a finger print in your sketch book.  
5. Change colors by using a different finger and 

dipping it back in water.   
6. Put a variety of colored fingerprints on the page 

and spread them out. 
7. Let your imagination start running wild.  Does a set of fingerprints remind 

you of anything?  Add more fingerprints to build creatures and fun objects. 
8. Dry off your fingers and wait for the fingerprint markings to dry. 
9. With your pencil, draw ON or AROUND the fingerprints to turn them into 

something creative!  
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#5 Paper Bag Habitat 
Gather materials: pencil, ruler, scissors, and crayons, 
colored pencils, or markers for coloring. 

1. Use your ruler to help draw the vertical lines of 
a city, separating each building with lines. 

2. Add tops to each building.  The skyline looks 
more interesting with different shapes. 

3. I have also added a few trees in one part!  
4. Do not draw any top skyline edges below 

the central horizontal fold of the bag. 
5. Use the scissors to cut along the top skyline 

edge, through both sides of the top edge of 
the paper bag. 

6. Add details to the buildings, making sure 
each one has different looking windows and 
doors.   

7. Use your crayons, colored pencils, or 
markers to add color. 

8. Flip the bag over and create another scene, 
still using the original skyline. I have chosen 
to create an outdoor country scene perfect 
for my dragonfly, lizard or frog to hide out! 

 

 

 








	DOTS DOTS DOTS Full Handout
	Dragonfly
	Frog
	Lizard

