Stark Museum of Art
Summer Art Quest @ Home
My Animal Mosaic
Welcome to Summer Art Quest @ Home – we are so glad you
are able to join us this week! This packet is a series of
handouts that will lead you through each of the projects that
are included. You can also find companion videos that review
all of this material at:
https://starkmuseum.org/my-animal-mosaic/
We recommend working in order, starting with project #1 and ending with #5. You will add
new skills as you progress through the activities.
Please take pictures of your finished works and share them with us at
rjohns@starkmuseum.org to have your pieces featured in the Stark Museum of Art’s
Virtual Art Quest @ Home Gallery.
Happy creating!

#1 Warm Up with Seed Art: page 2
#2 Zuni Pueblo Inlaid Jewelry
part 1: Knife Wing Pin: page 3-4
part 2: Tangrams: page 5-6
#3 Foam Inlaid Mosaic: page 7-8
#4 Sketchbook Mosaics: page 9
#5 Paper Bag Wings: page 10
Tangram solutions on page 11
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#1 Warm Up with Seed Art
You will need your 6x6 square, a baggie of seeds, and bottle of glue.
Optional: grab a pencil or pen and a bowl or shallow baking tray
Get Started:
1. Imagine the animal that you want to recreate with seeds.
Think BIG – this drawing does not have to be the whole
creature. Simplify your creature too – it can be more cartoonish than it is realistic.
2. If you have a pencil or pen, sketch the outline and a few details of your animal. You will
be covering over these lines with glue and seeds, so it is okay if the lines are not perfect.
3. If you have a bowl or baking tray handy, pour your seeds into it. Otherwise, roll open
the top of your baggie to be able to pick out the seeds easily.
4. Spread glue into the detailed areas on your creature. Eyes, nose, mouth, and ears are a
great place to start.

5. Pick out similar colors and shapes of seeds to fill in those areas.
6. Put glue down along the outline and place seeds of all the same color on that line.
7. Spread glue down over the animal’s body. Fill in the animal’s fur, feathers, or scales
with seeds. Try to find ones that match the overall shape
and texture that you want for your creature.
Tip: Sunflower seeds make great feathers!
8. If you chose a light color for the body, a dark background
will help them stand out. The opposite is true too – a
dark colored animal will look bold against a light colored
background. Spread glue down in the background and fill
up the rest of your square.
9. You are done! Let the glue dry in a safe place for a few
hours. You should have lots of seeds left – use them to
make more seed art in the future…or feed your local
birds!
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#2 Zuni Pueblo Inlaid Jewelry
Part 1: Knife Wing Pin

This week’s camp was inspired by the
Zuni Pueblo inlaid jewelry in the
Stark Museum of Art’s collection.

Timothy H. O’Sullivan, Zuni Pueblo, New Mexico, 1873.
Photograph from the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17428079

Zuni Pueblo is one of nineteen
pueblos located in New Mexico. The
Zuni people have lived in the
Southwestern region of North
America for thousands of years. The
photo to the left shows Zuni Pueblo
almost 150 years ago! Zuni Pueblo
artists are known for their exquisite
jewelry making, particularly their
practice of lapidary. Lapidary is the
technique of using stone, minerals,
or gemstones to make decorative
items.

Let’s take a closer look at one of the jewelry pieces on view in the Museum:
•
•
•

What do you see?
What details do you notice?
How many different colors and textures
does the artist use?

You may have noticed that this piece of
jewelry appears to be a figure with wings.
The figure is surrounded by metal details,
and there are a variety of colors that look
like stone. You probably mentally noted the
colors black, white, orange-red, and
turquoise.
Before we dive into learning more about the
winged figure, let’s take a minute to discuss
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Member of the Quam Family, Zuni Pueblo, Knife Wing Pin, c. 1930,
cast silver, turquoise, spiny oyster, abalone, jet, and mother-ofpearl, 4 1/2 x 5 inches, Purchase of the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher
Stark Foundation, 1985, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 52.5.1

how this piece of jewelry was made.
Inlay is a technique where an artist
embeds materials like stones into
the surface of another material that
has been hollowed out. In the case
of this piece of jewelry, the artists
inlaid turquoise, spiny oyster,
abalone, jet, and mother of pearl
into cast silver.
Now that we know a little bit more
Member of the Quam Family, Zuni Pueblo, Knife Wing Pin (detail), c. 1930, cast
about how it was made, let’s learn
silver, turquoise, spiny oyster, abalone, jet, and mother-of-pearl, 4 1/2 x 5 inches,
more about the figure. It is called a
Purchase of the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation, 1985, Stark Museum
of Art, Orange, Texas, 52.5.1
Knifewing. The Knifewing is a
supernatural being with wings
covered in flint blades, and he has been described as the ultimate warrior. The design consists
of a headdress, upper body with a diagonal black and white belt of a corn meal pouch, kilt,
knife-like wings, straight or bent
legs, and a feathered ornament
originating from its lower back,
seen between its legs.
Sometimes the Knifewing’s arms
have lines, representing flint
blades. The Knifewing is
important in Zuni tradition.
Authors have written that the
Knifewing is a spirit for the Zuni,
but when the figure is made in
silver, the object itself does not
have a religious significance.

Member of the Quam Family, Zuni Pueblo, Knife Wing Pin, c. 1930, cast silver,
turquoise, spiny oyster, abalone, jet, and mother-of-pearl, 4 1/2 x 5 inches, Purchase
of the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation, 1985, Stark Museum of Art, Orange,
Texas, 52.5.1
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This week you are creating your
own mosaic figure animals. The
technique is similar to the
process of inlay used in the Zuni
Knife Wing Pin you learned
about today. Before you get
started on your mosaic, let’s
warm up and practice combining
shapes to make your own
designs.

Part 2: Tangrams
Tangrams are a puzzle that you can solve by placing and
rotating shapes to fit a certain pattern. You can create your
own patterns too! You will need your scissors and the
cardstock paper with color blocks.
1. Cut out along the edge of the full square with your scissors.
2. Cut along the long diagonal line that bisects the square.
3. Cut along all other black lines to create 2 large triangles, 2 small
triangles, 1 medium triangle, 1 square, and 1 rhombus. Set
aside your scissors.
4. Now take a look at the turtle below. Can you fit the shapes in
the turtle? Remember to move and spin the pieces around.
5. Try the other puzzles too! Don't forget to make a few creatures of your own for fun!
6. Tangram answers are
on the last page.
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#3 Foam Inlaid Mosaic
You will need your fish, tortoise, or bird cutout, foam
color strips, yarn, scissors, and glue
1. Pick one of the animals and look at its
shape. To prepare, trace a line with your
fingertip on the main part of the body
(excluding fins, legs, heads, and wings). This
will help you visualize your animal’s basic
shapes.
2. Use the glue bottle to draw a line with glue along the body area.
3. Start with one edge of the yarn and attach it to the line of glue. Cut it with
your scissors when the yarn begins to overlap on itself. Pat it down gently.
4. Draw a line of glue around all other shapes of your animal and attach
yarn. Fully outline the animal with strands of yarn. Set aside extra yarn.

5. You should have 4 colors available to
you: jet black, coral red, turquoise
blue/green, and mother of pearl
white. Using scissors, cut up one strip of
each color to make triangles, squares and
rhombuses. Keep the other strips close
by!
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6. Spread glue down in one section on your
animal.
7. Start placing colors to fill in the area. You
might have to cut additional pieces or cut a
piece a little bit smaller to fit. Try to go up to
the edge of the yarn.
8. Once one section is complete, pat it down
gently and begin on a new area. Make sure
to place glue down first, then add your color
pieces.
9. Look at your overall animal - do you need to
add any more pieces? When you are
satisfied, it is done! Set it aside to dry. You
should have enough remaining yarn and
colors to make your other two creatures.
10. Send a photo of your creations to
rjohns@starkmuseum.org to be included in
our virtual art gallery!
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#4 Sketchbook Mosaics
You will need your sketchbook, baggie of paper squares, and glue bottle
Optional: a pencil or pen, scissors

1. Open your sketchbook to any page you like.
2. Think of a basic design. Hearts, stars, and
lightning bolts are all great ideas. If you have a
pencil or pen, sketch it in.
3. Spread glue in the very center of the design.
4. Start placing paper squares. The paper squares
have different colors on each side, so flip them
over if you are having trouble finding a color that you need.
5. Keep working outward, placing glue in the sketchbook first, then place the
squares down onto it. Leave a little bit of space in between each square for
the look of a true tiled mosaic.
6. When your design is all filled with paper
squares, spread glue in the background. Fill it in
with paper squares of a different color than the
main design.
7. If there are large gaps in which a full square
cannot fit, then use your scissors to cut the
colored paper square down to a triangle or a
skinny rectangle.
8. Leave your sketchbook open to dry in a safe
place for a few hours.
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#5 Paper Bag Wings
Gather your (empty) paper bag, scissors, construction paper, feathers, glue,
and a pair of scissors
1. Make sure your paper bag is empty!
2. There are several black lines drawn along your bag. One follows the edge straight down
and up the other side. Cut along that line first with scissors. This will cut off one side of
the bag.
3. Follow the other lines with scissors. These are large feather shapes, and the overall
shape will be a set of wings with bag handles remaining.

4. Cut out large triangle and feather shapes from the pieces of construction paper. Your
feathers can be in all shapes and sizes. Try to use all of the construction paper.
5. Starting with the outermost edges and working inward, glue down your construction
paper feathers. Alternating colors when overlapping helps each feather look distinct
and stand out.

6. Glue in the colorful real feathers in any gaps or areas that you think need some pizzazz!
7. Let the bird wings dry.
8. Now you can wear your wings!
Hold the handles in your hands or
place your arms through the loop
handles up to your elbows,
whichever is most comfortable
for you.
Have fun creating!
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Tangram solutions:
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