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Summer Art Quest @ Home 

Torn Paper Pet Collage 
 

Welcome to Summer Art Quest @ Home – we are so glad 
you are able to join us this week! This packet is a series of 
handouts that will lead you through each of the projects 
that are included. You can also find companion videos that 
review all of this material at:  
 
https://starkmuseum.org/torn-paper-pet-collage/ 
  

We recommend working in order, starting with project #1 and ending with #5. You will add 
new skills as you progress through the activities. 

Don’t forget to take pictures of your finished works and share them with us at 
rjohns@starkmuseum.org by August 10, 2020 to have your artwork featured in the Stark 
Museum of Art’s Virtual Art Quest @ Home exhibition.  

 
Happy Creating! 

 
Project List: 

#1 Sketchbook Warm Up 
Draw a cat and dog mouth  

#2 Get Inspired from the Collection 
Take a closer look at some of the pets in the Museum and draw a 
picture of your pet (or the pet you wish you had) in your sketchbook 

#3 Torn Paper Pet Collage 
#4 Sketchbook Activity 

Draw a bird forward facing and from the side 
#5 Paper Bag Project 

Make a book from your kit bag  

https://starkmuseum.org/torn-paper-pet-collage/
mailto:rjohns@starkmuseum.org
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#1 - Sketchbook Warm Up 
How to draw simple animal mouths 

Use this technique to draw the mouth of a cat, dog, tiger, bunny, etc.! 
 

       Supplies: Pencil and Sketchbook 
 

1. Draw an upside-down triangle.    

 

 

2. Draw a short straight line from the bottom  
of the triangle (nose).  

 

3. Start at the bottom of the line and draw the  
lip curve on the left. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. Continue with a curve on the right side.                               

 

 

 

 

 

5. Draw one small curve at the bottom. Mouth COMPLETE! 
6. Use this technique to draw three different animals in your sketchbook!  

TIP: Nose can be rounded out on the corners to make them more realistic. 
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#2 - Gallery & Sketchbook Activity 
Man’s Best Friend: 

 

Have you ever heard a dog described 
as “man’s best friend” before? This 
week you are making art inspired by 
pets, and today we’re going to take a 
closer look at two works of art featuring 
some faithful pups. William Herbert 
Dunton is an artist known for his 
paintings of the west featuring the open 
range, hunters, cowboys, and animals. 
The Stark Museum of Art has over 400 
works of art by Dunton, and many of 
these artworks feature animals.  

This watercolor is one of the many 
works by Dunton in the Museum’s  
collection. Take a closer look at the 
artwork. What do you see? What  
catches your eye first?  

You probably noticed the young cowboy 
leaning confidently against a toy rifle 
with two dogs at his side. The boy’s 
bright red shirt probably grabbed your 
attention first. You may have noticed the dark brown cowboy hat and handkerchief tied 
around his neck. Or the pop of red around this boy’s shoes may have moved your eye 
to the bottom of the painting. The artist uses contrast to create visual interest. 
Contrast is a technique of placing two opposite elements together such as light and 
dark or soft and bold. Notice how the bright red and dark brown balance against the 
softer grays and browns.  

Notice how the two dogs wait patiently at their owner’s side. Each looks down, 
obediently waiting for their direction from their master. Would you give these two “good 
boys” a treat? We certainly think we would!  

 

William Herbert Dunton (1878-1936), Boy Dressed as Cowboy with Rifle and Two 
Dogs, pencil and watercolor on paper, 13 1/4 x 10 7/8 inches, Bequest of H.J. 
Lutcher Stark, 1965, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.21.288 
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#2 - Gallery & Sketchbook Activity 
Man’s Best Friend:

 
Installation photograph of “McMullin, Guide” and accompanying studies at Stark Museum of Art 

In the painting “McMullin, Guide” we see a rider perched on his horse surrounded by 
his trusted hunting dogs. These pups wait patiently for direction from their owner while 
he looks off to scout the area.  

One unique feature of this painting is that the Stark Museum of Art owns 5 studies of 
the dogs that Dunton made in preparation for this painting. A study is sketch to help an 
artist better prepare for a final work of art. In this image, you can see the studies 
installed next to the large, finished painting. Each study is named, giving us the 
opportunity to get to know each dog a little bit better.  
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#2 - Gallery & Sketchbook Activity 
Man’s Best Friend: 

 

Can you match the studies to the dogs in the final painting? 

 
Tex    Rainey    King  

  
Rustler      Queenie 

Check your answers on the next page! 

 

Images clockwise from top left: William Herbert Dunton (1878-1936), Tex, c. 1934, oil on canvas board, 7 7/8 x 5 inches, Bequest of H.J. Lutcher Stark, 1965, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, 
Texas, 31.21.213; William Herbert Dunton (1878-1936), Rainey, c. 1934, oil on board, 8 × 5 inches, Bequest of H.J. Lutcher Stark, 1965, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.21.407; 
William Herbert Dunton (1878-1936), King, c. 1934, oil on canvas board, 8 × 5 inches, Bequest of H.J. Lutcher Stark, 1965, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.21.228; William Herbert 
Dunton (1878-1936), Rustler, c. 1934, oil on canvas board, 5 x 7 7/8 inches, Bequest of H.J. Lutcher Stark, 1965, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.21.210; William Herbert Dunton 
(1878-1936), Queenie, c. 1934, oil on board, 5 × 8 inches, Bequest of H.J. Lutcher Stark, 1965, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.21.405 
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#2 - Gallery & Sketchbook Activity 
Man’s Best Friend: 

 

 

  

Tex 
King 

Queenie 

Rainey 

Rustler 

William Herbert Dunton (1878-1936), McMullin, Guide, c. 1934, oil on canvas, 60 × 56 inches, Bequest of H.J. Lutcher 
Stark, 1965, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.21.222 
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#2 - Gallery & Sketchbook Activity 
Man’s Best Friend: 

Supplies: Pencil, Sketchbook, Colored Pencil / Marker/ Oil Pastel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Create a study of your own pet or the pet 
you wish you had in your sketchbook. 
Try to capture those characteristic details 
that make your pet unique. Does your pet 
have a special marking or coloring that 
distinguishes it? Or maybe your pet always 
sits a certain way, perhaps waiting patiently 
at the door for you to return from school.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Add contrast to your study by doing your 
study in black and white and adding small 
pops of color on your pet – like the eyes, 
tongue, or collar.  

  

SKETCHBOOK 
ACTIVITY: 

 

CHALLENGE 
MODE: 
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#3 - TORN PAPER PET COLLAGE 
 
 
Supplies: 

• 12” x 18” Poster board or 
sturdy paper 

• 3 Sheets of scrapbook paper 
• Glue stick     
• Patterns for nose and eyes 
• Crayons, Oil pastels or Markers 

 

1. Pick one sheet of colored 
scrapbook paper 
 

2. Tear long scraps of paper 
and start gluing around the 
outside edges of the paper. 
It is GOOD if the strips hang 
off the edge. Cover MOST of 
the white background. 
 

3. Repeat steps 1 & 2 with 
another sheet of colored 
scrapbook paper. Try to fill 
some space between the 
strips you have already 
glued down. 
 

4. Repeat steps 1 & 2 again 
with your final sheet of 
colored scrapbook paper. 
You should fill in most of the 
remaining white space.  
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#3 - TORN PAPER PET COLLAGE 
 

5. Decide what type of animal your pet will be. The following templates are in your packet:  
       Cat                   Dog           Bird 

   

         
   

6. Color the eyes with your oil pastels. Use a lighter color on the inside of the eye nearest 
the pupil/ center of the eye and a darker color around the outside. When you overlap 
the colors, they will blend.  
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#3 - TORN PAPER PET COLLAGE 
It might help to think of it as 
coloring a starburst or rays of 
sunshine. Color out and away 
from the center of the eye 
with the lighter color. Color 
from the outside towards the 
center of the eye with the 
darker color.  

If you need to, don’t be afraid 
to go back and add more 
dark/light color to blend your colors.  

When you are finished coloring, cut out your eyes.  

7. Next you need to color and cut out the nose/beak. To make the 
nose/beak more three-dimensional, color darker on the edges 
and lighter in the center.  On the dog’s nose or bird’s beak, be 
sure to leave the interior circle white. This will make the nose or 
beak have a wet/shiny look to be more realistic.   

                          
 

8. Once you have colored the eyes and 
nose/beak, cut them out. Then 
decide on the placement or 
composition. It is helpful to move 
them around before you make a 
final decision!  
 
 
 
 

Don’t Color 

Do
n’

t C
ol

or
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#3 - TORN PAPER PET COLLAGE 

9. Next use your oil pastels to add a mouth. Use your Sketchbook Warm-Up technique 
from Project #1 to draw the mouth 
for the cat or dog.  
 

 
 

10.  Use the black oil pastel, 
marker or paint to add 
whiskers, beards, and 
eyebrows. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11.  Don’t forget to color in 

the mouth. You can use 
a red pastel to give your 
pet a little tongue 
peeking out!  

 

 

 

12.  If you enjoyed this project, use the other pet templates to make another collage. All 
you will need is a piece of poster board and some more colored paper. Magazines, 
newspapers, and junk mail also make great materials for collage.  
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#4 – Sketchbook Activity  
Drawing a bird from the front and side 

Supplies: Sketchbook, pencil  

We’re going to start with drawing a profile, or a side view, of a bird.  
 

1. First, lightly draw a circle 
 

2. Next, add a beak. This is like 
an elongated diamond or kite 
shape. Erase where the lines 
overlap. 
 
Beaks have many different shapes:  
Short, long, curved, diamond or triangle shapes 
 

3. Now we will give him a mouth 
and nostrils on the beak. The 
mouth is a curved line that starts 
at the end of the beak and dips 
down towards the center. The 
nostril is a circle. 
 

4. Draw the neck (from the outside 
edge of the circle) and erase the 
bottom of the circle. 
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#4 – Sketchbook Activity  
Drawing a bird from the front and side 

 
5. Add one eye. Start by drawing a diagonal line 

and then add a semi-circle below. Draw 
another smaller semi-circle inside and shade 
it in. 
 

6. Draw feathers on the bottom of the neck. 
You can also add a few feathers sticking up 
from the top of the head.  
 

7. If you want, add color to your sketch with 
your oil pastels! 

 

Now, let’s try drawing a bird from the front. You 
may need to flip over to a new 
page in your sketchbook. 

 

1. Start the same way as 
before. Draw a circle 
lightly.  
 

2. Next, we are going to 
add a beak. When we look at a bird from 
the front, the beak appears either as a 
triangle or diamond.   
 

3. Now, we will add nostrils. Because   
we see the bird from the front, we   
will be able to see both nostrils   
this time.   
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#4 – Sketchbook Activity  
Drawing a bird from the front and side 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Then it is time to add the eyes. Draw two 
diagonal lines. The ends of the line should point 
towards the beak. Next, add two semi-circles 
below the diagonal lines and then another 
semi-circle inside. Shade the semi-circle, and 
your bird should have eyes! 

 

 

 

5. To finish your drawing, erase the bottom 
of the circle and draw feathers on the 
bottom of the neck. 
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#5 – Paper Bag Project 
Make a book from your kit bag  

     Supplies: Kit bag, scissors, glue stick, two pre-folded sheets of paper, oil pastels 
 

1. Open your kit bag and remove any 
remaining materials. Our final project 
will turn the bag into a work of art! 
 
 

2. Cut your bag along the vertical and 
diagonal creases on the side (noted 
with red lines in the picture). Do not 
worry if your cut is not perfect – this 
part will not be visible when we are 
done!  
 

3. Repeat on the opposite side of your 
bag so that both sides are cut.  
 

4. Once cut, open your bag up and 
flatten it out.  
 

5. Glue the flaps down as shown at the 
top and bottom of your bag.  
 

6. Next we’re going to create the spine 
of our book. The spine will be where 
we line up our pages. It is the center 
line from on what was the bottom of 
your bag.  
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7. To help create a hard crease, fold your 

bag over and match the handles on each 
side. Press hard along the outside edge 
to make a good crease.  
 

8. Next, we are going to add the pages to 
our book! You should have two pre-
folded sheets of paper.  
 

9. To create our pages inside our book, 
glue the outer edge of ONE side of the 
pre-folded paper onto one side of the 
paper bag. Make sure the FOLD of the 
paper is in the center! 
 
DO NOT glue the other side since you want the pages to turn. 
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You should be able to open 
half of the folded sheet after 
gluing one side down.  
 
 
 
 
 

10.  Repeat with another sheet of 
pre-folded paper on the 
opposite side. Remember to 
place the fold in the center! 
 

11.  Now, you should have 6 pages 
inside your book. You can use 
these pages to write and 
illustrate a story about your 
pet, an imaginary pet, or any 
subject that you want!  
 
 

12.  To finish your book, use any 
materials you have on hand to 
illustrate the cover of your 
book. Don’t forget to give you 
book a title, or name!  

    

 

 


