Stark Museum of Art
Spring Art Quest @ Home
What’s Cooking?
Welcome to our Spring Art Quest @ Home – we are so glad
you are able to join us! This packet will lead you through each
of the projects that are included. You can also find a
companion video with tips and tricks for working with air dry
clay that reviews some of this material at:
https://starkmuseum.org/
We recommend working in order, starting with the Fruit Plate and ending with Candy Beads.
Supplies are needed to be available in a certain order as they are used.
Visit the Stark Museum of Art with the Clay Scavenger Hunt! Visiting the museum is always
free, and you will see many works made from ceramics that will spark your imagination. Bring
your completed Clay Scavenger Hunt page to the front desk for a prize.
Don’t forget to take pictures of your finished works and share them with us at
rjohns@starkmuseum.org to have your pieces featured in the Stark Museum of Art’s
Virtual Art Quest @ Home Gallery.
Happy creating!

Page 2: All About Clay
Page 3: Tips and Tricks for
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Page 4: Fruit Plate
Page 5: Cinnamon Roll Bowl
Page 6: Candy Beads
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All About Clay
Dishes and sculptures made from clay can be found
all over the world. Clay is a type of soil that has
been eroded for hundreds of years by water, making
its molecules smooth and easy to shape. You can
find clay everywhere that there was moving water
such as lake beds, cliff sides, caves, and rivers.
Different places around the world will have different
types of clay with wide ranges in color and texture.
Once the clay has been collected, potters sift out
impurities and mix it with water to form a wet
dough-like ball. The clay can be shaped using a
variety of techniques to create different types of
vessels.

Edward S. Curtis (American, 1868 – 1952), John Andrew & Son
(American, founded 1869), The Potter Mixing Clay, copyright
1921, photogravure on paper, 18 × 22 1/2 inches, Purchase of
the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation, 2013, Stark
Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 2013.2.12.21

Some potters and cultures prefer to use a potter’s wheel which spins very fast to create
perfectly circular bowls and cups. Others will handbuild creations by layering coils on top of
each other. This coil-building technique can make extremely large vases and urns. Areas
around the world with more fine clays like porcelain also have a deep history of creating
delicate sculptures and figurines.
Once the object has been formed, it usually needs to be
fired in a kiln. A kiln is a special type of oven that can get
very hot – some kilns will heat up to 2500F! The heat will
bake the clay and harden it.
Pottery can also be decorated with glaze, a paint made from
clay, glass, and minerals. It will be fired once more, and
then the pottery can be used.
Your pieces will be made from a natural white earth clay.
The clay dries out after a few days and your pottery will be
ready to handle and color. However, your creations will
not be food-safe, and are more delicate than fully fired
ceramic pieces. If you are gentle with them, they will last a
lifetime.
William Robinson Leigh (American, 1866 – 1955),
Baking Pottery, Acoma Pueblo, 1911, gouache on
board, 40 x 27 1/16 inches, Purchase of the Nelda C.
and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation, 1996, Stark
Museum of Art, Orange, Texas, 31.233.1
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Tips and Tricks for Working with Clay
My Clay is Too Dry
As you handle the clay, moisture dries out of the clay and it can crack or break
easily. For a small amount of clay that needs to be made workable again, dip your
finger into a dish of water, then rub the clay in that spot with the droplets of
water. It should be much easier to work with now.
For a large amount of clay that has dried out, roll it out with your rolling pin. Then
rub a thin amount of water onto one side of it. Roll it up into a ball with your
hands and squeeze it, kneading the clay and distributing the water evenly
throughout the ball. Your hands may feel sticky – keep kneading and the clay will
hold its shape. Add a little bit of water at a time until it feels easy to work with
and your hands are not sticky.
My Clay is Too Wet
Roll it flat with your rolling pin on some napkins or newsprint and let it sit out for
30 minutes. Roll it back into a ball and knead it with your hands until it feels good
to work with. Repeat if needed.
My Clay is Too Rough
Your finished piece feels rough or sharp to the touch. You can sand it with
sandpaper or a nail file. You can also use water – just a small amount at a time
and smooth it out again with your finger. You will need to wait until your piece
fully dries again before coloring it.
My Markers are Dry
As the markers draw on the surface, the dry clay will suck out the moisture in the
markers. Keep a small cup or bowl of water handy and quickly dip the marker
into the water for a continued boost of color. Leave the tip of the marker wet for
a spreading watercolor effect, or shake out extra water to continue drawing lines
in color.
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Fruit Plate
This plate will look like any citrus fruit you like – lemon, lime, orange,
tangerine, or grapefruit, depending on how you choose to color it.
You will need 1/3 of your clay, roller, skewer, popsicle stick, bowl with
some water, and tray. When it is dry, you will need markers.
Get Started:
1. Divide your working clay into 2 balls – one should be slightly
larger than the other.
2. Use the roller to flatten out 2 round slabs of clay. Try to roll
with even pressure across the surface of your slab.
3. Find a circular object (we used the tub that the air dry clay
comes in). Trace a circle onto your slab with the skewer
pressed firmly down. This should create a circle shape in the
middle of your slab. Pull off the extra trim.
4. Do step 3 again for your smaller slab, making a smaller circle
than the previous piece.
5. Use the skewer to cut slices into the smaller circle. We cut 6
slices, so it looks like a pizza!
6. Place the larger circle in your tray.
7. Slightly wet the surface of the larger circle.
8. Attach the slices, leaving a gap in between each slice and room
along the edge of the large circle.
9. As each slice is attached, wiggle slightly until suction keeps it in
place and press firmly.
10. Smooth out any rough areas with your finger or popsicle stick,
and then begin adding details!
11. We included a rind by attaching a long strip around the edge of
the plate, and added texture with the skewer. We also added a
few seeds!
12. Put your scrap clay away into the air dry clay tub.
13. Let your plate dry for several days. When you flip it over, if it is
not cool to the touch on the bottom, it is ready to color.
14. Use markers to color in your plate! If the markers begin to dry
out, dip them quickly in a small amount of water to freshen
them back up. If you have tempera, acrylic, or watercolor
paints at home, you can also experiment with those to color
your plate. Let dry.
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Cinnamon Roll Bowl
This bowl is made from coil designs that swirl around on the outside
of your bowl.
You will need your clay, bowl, tissue papers, and tray. When it is dry,
you will need markers.
Get Started:
1. Roll out pieces of your clay to make long coils.
2. Begin to make a few shapes with them. Experiment with
swirls, zigzags, ovals, triangles, and more.
3. Line your bowl with several tissue papers.
4. Lay your coil creations into the bowl.
5. Make more coils, swirl them, and add to the bowl until the
inside of the bowl is covered in one layer of coils.
6. If there are large gaps between coils, roll out a small ball of
clay and press it into the space.
7. Add one long coil along the top edge of your bowl.
8. Press the inside of the bowl down and rub it so that the
coils disappear. Wet your finger lightly if needed. Add a
small amount of clay in any thin areas.
9. Put your scrap clay away into the air dry clay tub.
10. Let dry for one day, then gently separate the plastic bowl
mold from the clay bowl.
11. Pull off as much of the tissue paper as you can.
12. You can still see your coiled designs on the outside of the
bowl! Let dry for a few more days. Remove any clinging
bits of tissue paper.
13. Use markers to color your bowl. If the markers begin to dry
out, dip them quickly in a small amount of water to freshen
them back up. If you have tempera, acrylic, or watercolor
paints at home, you can also experiment with those to color
your bowl. Let dry.
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Candy Beads
These chunky beads can be crafted to look like any candy you like and can be used in mobiles,
wall hangings, and other decorations. To use them in necklaces or bracelets, you will need to
coat them with a sealant such as Mod Podge.
You will need your leftover clay and skewers. When it is dry, you will need markers.
Get Started:
1. Roll clay out into several medium sized balls.
2. Sculpt them into the shapes of your favorite candies. We were inspired by skittles,
tootsie rolls, peppermints, twizzlers, and starbursts.
3. Gently push through the clay candy with a skewer.
4. Wiggle the skewer around to widen the hole slightly.
5. Resculpt any parts of your candy beads that were squished.
6. Gently pull the candy bead off of the skewer and set aside on the tray to dry.
7. Use up the rest of your clay to make more candy beads!
8. Let dry for several days.
9. Use markers to color your beads. If the markers begin to dry out, dip them quickly in a
small amount of water to freshen them back up. If you have tempera, acrylic, or
watercolor paints at home, you can also experiment with those to color your beads. Let
dry.
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Clay Scavenger Hunt
Visit the museum Wednesday–Saturday & find these 8 clay artworks for a prize from the welcome desk!

Sketch something made of clay

Please be mindful of your pencils in the galleries.
A program of the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation. © 2021 All Rights Reserved.

