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Important Dates and Information: 
The Reindeer Trail at Stark Museum of Art is set to dazzle Southeast 
Texas locals and beyond with festive and vibrant displays of holiday 
cheer, transforming the special exhibition gallery into a whimsical 
wonderland. Reindeer Trail will be on view Tuesday-Saturday, 
starting Wednesday, November 18 - December 23, 2026 from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and on the evenings of December 5, 2026 from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. and December 14, 2026 from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
 
To participate in the 2026 Reindeer Trail event, register no later than 
5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 9, 2026 to ensure official 
acknowledgment and approval of your entry. One entry per person 
or group. There is no entry fee. Registration is limited to 45 
participants. Once registration is full, those interested in 
participating may call 409-886-2787 or email Karen Leonard at 
kleonard@starkmuseum.org, to be added to the waitlist. 
 
Stark Museum of Art will provide a light weight, planar reindeer that 

is approximately 4 feet tall and 4 feet wide when assembled, to design and decorate as further described below 
for display. When disassembled, the planar reindeer package is 4 pieces and approximately 4 feet wide and 8 
inches tall. Demonstration and instruction for assembly will be available during the reindeer pick up dates below. 
 
Disassembled reindeer will be available for pick-up from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the following dates: 
Thursday/Friday/Saturday, September 10-12, 2026. 
 
ALL reindeer entries must be delivered to the Stark Museum Thursday, November 12, 2026 (9 a.m. – 4 p.m.), 
Friday, November 13, 2026 (9 a.m. – 4 p.m.) and/or Saturday, November 14, 2026 (9 a.m. – 4 p.m.). ** Stark 
Museum of Art staff will receive and install the reindeer in the exhibition gallery. 
 
Participants agree to the display of their reindeer through Wednesday, December 23, 2026. 
 
Since Stark Museum of Art is closed from December 24, 2026 through January 1, 2027, removal of all reindeer 
will begin on Wednesday, January 6, 2027, and continue through Saturday, January 9, 2027, between 9:00 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Stark Museum of Art staff will remove all reindeer from the exhibition gallery for Participant 
pick up. Participants are responsible for picking-up their reindeer by the deadline. Any reindeer that are not 
picked-up by Saturday, January 9, 2027, at 4:01 p.m. are donated to the Stark Museum and will be discarded 
or otherwise used as the Museum chooses.
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General Rules for Entry in the Reindeer Trail Event: 
1. Either individuals (18+ years of age) or groups are invited to design and decorate a reindeer. Examples of 
participants include but are not limited to individual artists, youth groups, adult groups, civic organizations, school 
groups, school classes, church groups, businesses, and/or families. 
 
The Event is limited to one entry per person or group. There is no entry fee. Online registration is required. 
 
2. Reindeer can be painted, collaged, and decorated with traditional art and craft materials. A list of approved 
materials is available online at starkmuseum.org/reindeertrail. All materials on the reindeer must be adhered and 
fixed to the reindeer. For the care of the Stark Museum of Art’s permanent collection, glitter, perishable or 
nonperishable foods, recycled food and beverage containers, and organic materials may not be used. 
Hazardous items are prohibited, including sharp objects, tiki torches, candles, gas-powered generators or other 
flammable objects. Reindeer containing prohibited materials will not be accepted for the exhibition and 
will be returned to the individual or group immediately. 
 
3. Reindeer should be fully designed and decorated on all sides. 
 
4. Designs must be directly applied or attached to the reindeer only. Decorations or additional props may NOT 
sit or be placed alongside the reindeer or be held up by any means other than the reindeer itself. 
 
5. When considering your design, please remember this is an event for all museum guests, including children of all 
ages. Designs may be funny, quirky, etc., but must be in good taste. Stark Museum reserves the right to reject or 
remove any entry that fails to meet these standards or that is otherwise unacceptable or inappropriate as Stark Museum 
staff may determine in their sole discretion. 
 
6. Staff at the Stark Museum of Art love the “most famous reindeer of all” just as much as anyone else, but we 
encourage you and/or your group to skip Rudolph’s “very shiny [red] nose” and show off your originality! 
 
7. Each participant must provide a flat, 8.5” x 11” vertical sign printed on copy paper or cardstock identifying 
the name of the reindeer and the individual, group, organization or business that designed the reindeer. The 
sign will be installed by Stark Museum staff in an acrylic holder next to the entry. With the exception of the 
name of the reindeer and identity of the person or group participating, no other information or messaging may appear 
on the participant’s identification sign. 
 
8. Stark Museum staff and/or volunteers may, from time to time, make repairs, replacements and/or adjustments on 
a reindeer if the nature of the adjustment is apparent and the scope is limited, as they determine in their discretion. 
Any entry deemed to be in poor condition may be removed by Stark Museum staff. 
 
9. Stark Museum is not responsible for any damage or loss to any decorations at any time before, during, or after the 
Event. 
 
NEW IN 2026: 
 
10. All reindeer will be judged based on popular votes made by visitors to Stark Museum of Art during the Reindeer 
Trail Exhibition. Awards will be First Place, Second Place, Third Place, up to two Honorable Mentions, Director’s 
Choice, and Kids’ Favorite. Awards will be given according to the total number of votes received.  
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11. The voting period for the Stark Museum of Art’s Reindeer Trail will be from 9 a.m. on Wednesday, November 
18, 2026 through 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 12, 2026. Votes must be cast in person at the museum. Voting is 
open to the public. All judging is final. Winners will be determined based on the number of votes cast during the 
voting period. Winners will be announced during the Reindeer Trail Friends & Family Night on Monday, December 
14, 2026 between 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
12. Additional recognition may be given for reindeer that best reflect the mission of Stark Museum of Art and/or 
merit recognition for design/materials excellence, as determined solely at the discretion of Stark Museum of Art.  
 
13. The names, likenesses and images of participants and/or images of reindeer, designs, and related aspects of the 
Reindeer Trail Event may be posted on Stark Museum’s website, Facebook page or other forms of media, and such 
images may be used in publicity or promotional communications or materials concerning Stark Museum or the Stark 
Cultural Venues. 
 
 

 
Blank Reindeer for the 2024 Reindeer Trail 
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